




October 26, 2011 

Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority  
P.O. Box 160 
Glenburnie, ON 
K0H 1S0 
 
(Sent by e-mail only) 
 
Dear 

 
Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority 

Re:  Future Solar Power Development Site Between Mud Lake Road and Highway 38 – 
Natural Heritage Assessment 
 

AMEC Environment and Infrastructure have been retained to undertake work on the site of a 
future solar power development to address natural science issues. The study area is located in 
the City of Kingston and Loyalist Township, between Mud Lake Road and Highway 38 (north of 
HWY 401). This study will examine both the aquatic and terrestrial environment within and 
immediately surrounding the development boundaries.    
 
AMEC would like to take this opportunity to enquire if you hold any information with respect to 
terrestrial natural heritage features (vegetation, wildlife), and the location of potential Species at 
Risk within the study area described above. We have been conducting field reconnaissance 
since June 2011 to confirm existing data and to collect additional detailed information at the 
project site. Any additional information you may hold would greatly aid us in our understanding 
of the area and completion of a Natural Heritage Assessment.   
 
We would be pleased to discuss this information and any questions you may have by email, 
phone, or in person. Please contact Matt Evans (Senior Biologist) at matt.evans@amec.com or at 
telephone number (416) 574- 7399.  
 
Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Erin Donkers, B.Sc. 
Junior Botanist      
                                         
AMEC Environment and Infrastructure, A Division of AMEC Americas Limited 
 
 
c.c: Matt Evans, AMEC 
 

 





October 27, 2011 

Canada Wildlife Service  
Environment Canada 
4905 Dufferin Street 
Downsview, ON 
M3H 5T4 
 
(Sent by e-mail only) 
 
Dear 

 
Ms. Angela McConnell,  

Re:  Future Solar Power Development Site Between Mud Lake Road and Highway 38 – 
Natural Heritage Assessment 
 
 

AMEC Environment and Infrastructure have been retained to undertake work on the site of a 
future solar power development to address natural science issues. The study area is located in 
the City of Kingston and Loyalist Township, between Mud Lake Road and Highway 38 (north of 
HWY 401). This study will examine both the aquatic and terrestrial environment within and 
immediately surrounding the development boundaries.    
 
AMEC would like to take this opportunity to inquire if you hold any information with respect to 
habitat, wildlife and/or fisheries as well as the location of potential Species at Risk within the 
study area described above. We have been conducting field reconnaissance since June 2011 to 
confirm existing data and to collect additional detailed information at the project site. Any 
additional information you may hold would greatly aid us in our understanding of the area and 
completion of a Natural Heritage Assessment.   
 
We would be pleased to discuss this information and any questions you may have by email, 
phone, or in person. Please contact Matt Evans (Senior Biologist) at matt.evans@amec.com or 
telephone number (416) 574- 7399. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Erin Donkers, B.Sc. 
Junior Botanist                                              
AMEC Environment and Infrastructure, 
A division of AMEC Americas Limited 
 
Tel:      (905) 568 2929          Fax:   (905) 568 1686 
 
c.c: Matt Evans, AMEC 
c. c: Ken Tuininga 
 

 





October 26, 2011 

Kingston Field Naturalists 
P.O. Box 831 
Kingston, ON 
K7L 4X6 
 
(Sent by e-mail only) 
 
Dear 

 
Gaye Beckwith (President),  

Re:  Future Solar Power Development Site Between Mud Lake Road and Highway 38 – 
Natural Heritage Assessment 
 
 

AMEC Environment and Infrastructure have been retained to undertake work on the site of a 
future solar power development to address natural science issues. The study area is located in 
the City of Kingston and Loyalist Township, between Mud Lake Road and Highway 38 (north of 
HWY 401). This study will examine both the aquatic and terrestrial environment within and 
immediately surrounding the development boundaries.    
 
AMEC would like to take this opportunity to enquire if you hold any information with respect to 
natural heritage features (vegetation, wildlife, and/or fisheries), and the location of potential 
Species at Risk within the study area described above. We have been conducting field 
reconnaissance since June 2011 to confirm existing data and to collect additional detailed 
information at the project site. Any additional information you may hold would greatly aid us in 
our understanding of the area and completion of a Natural Heritage Assessment.   
 
We would be pleased to discuss this information and any questions you may have by email, 
phone, or in person. Please contact Matt Evans (Senior Biologist) at matt.evans@amec.com or 
telephone number (416) 574- 7399. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Erin Donkers, B.Sc. 
Junior Botanist                                              
AMEC Environment and Infrastructure, A Division of AMEC Americas Limited 
 
Tel:      (905) 568 2929          Fax:   (905) 568 1686 
 
c.c: Matt Evans, AMEC 
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Communications for Kingston Solar LP 

Date Communication* 

Year 2011  

July 11th Email to OMNR (Eric Prevost) from Jeff Balsdon (AMEC). 

July 13th Email from OMNR (Eric Prevost) to Jeff Balsdon (AMEC). 

July 14th Meeting set-up by email (Jeff Balsdon [AMEC] to OMNR [Eric Prevost]). 

July 25th Sent OMNR (Eric Prevost) AMEC’s proposed field work plan, as requested. 

July 26th Meeting in Peterborough - July 26th, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

Matt Evans and Jeff Balsdon (AMEC) met with OMNR (Eric Prevost, Sarah 
Lewis, and Kate Pitt). Meeting involved initial discussions of project proposal 
and work plan and general info gathering from OMNR. 

August 2, 3, 4th Field Trip to Project Site by Matt Evans, Jeff Balsdon and Jon Pleizier (AMEC) 
- August 2, 3, 4 

Conversed with farmer “John” on August 3rd, met him on his land. 

August 9th Email to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding ploughing fields for archeologists. 

August 11th Ken Brookes (AMEC) emailed the CRCA looking for Ecological Land 
Classification Geospatial Data Availability. 

CRCA (Travis York, CRCA Geomatics Technician) responded saying that 
none was available. 

August 12th 

August 16th 

Ken Brookes (AMEC) emailed the CRCA (Travis York, CRCA Geomatics 
Technician) asking for GIS layers on all significant habitat (i.e. woodlands, 
wetlands, valleylands, etc.). 

August 19th Matt Evans (AMEC) requested the 5-year histories of all fields and for access 
to non-participating lands within the 120 m areas from Andrew Moores 
(Samsung). 

August 17th Ken Brookes (AMEC) emailed OMNR (Eric Prevost) to obtain alvar layers. 

August 24th Letter of request to plough for archeology sent to OMNR (Eric Prevost). 

Sept 6th Formal response received from OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding the letter of 
request to plough for archaeology. OMNR’s email was replied to. 

Sept 14th Discussion with Andrew Moores (Samsung) about SAR and provision of land 
access from non-participating landowners for areas within 120 m of Project 
Location. OMNR (Eric Prevost and Kate Pitt) were emailed and called 
regarding SAR. 

Sept 15th SAR and alvar layers were received from OMNR (Shaun Walsh, GIS lab). 
Discussion with OMNR (Eric Prevost) about ESA permits for ploughing and for 
the overall Project. Andrew Moores and all of Samsung were emailed 
regarding conversation with OMNR. OMNR (Eric Prevost) was emailed about 
MTC and Test Pits. 

Sept 16th AMEC’s Wildlife Report sent to OMNR for review and comments (Eric 
Prevost). 
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Date Communication* 

Sept 20th OMNR (Eric Prevost) was called regarding discrepancies in fields not available 
for ploughing but these fields do not appear to be in SAR habitat. 

Sept 26th Emailed Andrew Moores (Samsung) about accessing private lands + 5-year 
histories 

Sept 27th Response from OMNR (Eric Prevost) confirming the allowance of test pitting 
by MTC. The name and contact information for local SAR expert was provided 
by OMNR(Eric Prevost).  

Sept 28th OMNR (Eric Prevost) was emailed regarding potential compensatory 
requirements for Sol-luce, requesting information and a meeting. 

Sept 29th Meeting with landowners Brian and Grace Wilson while asking to access their 
land for ELC surveys. Discussed various things related to plants and birds on 
their property. 

Oct 3rd Emailed confirmation from OMNR (Eric Prevost) that the OMNR were in the 
process of working on potential compensatory requirements for Samsung Sol-
luce. Matt Evans (AMEC) emailed him back thanking him and asking for a 
meeting when they are ready. 

Oct 4th OMNR (Eric Prevost) was emailed inquiring which ELC community table we 
should be referring to when conducting field surveys. Conference call with 
Andrew Hinshelwood (MTC) - with Barbara Slim and Shaun Austin (AMEC). 
Andrew Moore (Samsung) emailed regarding Property #8 and accessing 
private lands. 

Oct 6th Email sent to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding test pitting in SAR habitat - 
asking for a Letter of Advice. Email sent to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding 
other properties we want to plough (1, 2, 7 north, 14A south, 18). Email sent to 
OMNR (Eric Prevost) for confirmation about ploughing in the alvars. 

Oct 12th Email received from OMNR (Eric Prevost) confirming the allowance for AMEC 
to test pit. 

Oct 14th Phone message left by OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding archaeologists’ work. 
His message was returned by Matt Evans (AMEC).  

Oct 21st OMNR (Eric Prevost) called to say that they held an internal meeting today to 
discuss the Samsung Sol-luce SAR issue.  

Oct 26th Erin Donkers (AMEC) emailed the CRCA requesting information for the 
Records Review (the CRCA were contacted July 28th and they responded with 
a letter on August 8th providing some information and directing us to their 2006 
Natural Heritage Study). Erin Donkers (AMEC) emailed the Kingston Field 
Naturalists for Records Review information. Matt Evans (AMEC) called SAR 
expert Kurt Hennige and left messages at both numbers (Kurt was also 
emailed on October 14th but it seemed as though the email address that 
OMNR had provided to us does not work). 

Oct 27th Erin Donkers (AMEC) emailed Canada Wildlife Service (CWS) requesting 
information for Records Review and Species at Risk. 

Nov 1st SAR expert Kurt Hennige returned Matt Evans’ (AMEC) call  
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Date Communication* 

Nov 8th Email/phone message received from OMRN (Eric Prevost) regarding wanting 
SAR forms. OMNR (Eric Prevost) was emailed back stating that the forms 
would be ready in the next day or two. A telephone message was left a 
message for Kurt Hennige regarding SAR 

Nov 9th Emails with local SAR expert Kurt Hennige 

Nov 14th CRCA, CWS, and Kingston Field Naturalists were emailed a second time, 
requesting information for the Records Review. 

Nov 16th Discussion with OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding possible SAR meeting next 
week. 

Nov 21st Email sent to OMNR (Eric Prevost) inquiring about references to SAR in the 
NHA (specifically with respect to our field notes). Email response was received 
from Kingston Field Naturalists’ President Gaye Beckwith stating no real 
concerns about the Project and stated that they are aware that the project is in 
potential SAR habitat. 

Nov 22nd Kingston Field Naturalists’ President Gaye Beckwith was emailed again, 
suggesting that if they have any other information they should contact us (Matt 
Evans, AMEC). ESA Information Gathering forms were sent to OMNR (Eric 
Prevost); we received a confirmation email. 

Nov 23rd Discussion with OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding ESA forms and setting up a 
meeting next week. Additional information was sent to OMNR (Eric Prevost), 
as per request. 

Nov 24th Numerous telephone and email discussions with OMNR (Eric Prevost) 
regarding ESA-SAR permitting and a meeting next week. Information was also 
sent via FTP site. 

Nov 25, 28, 29, 30, Dec 
1 

Numerous telephone and email discussions with OMNR (Eric Prevost) 
regarding ESA-SAR permitting and a meeting next week (discussion of agenda 
and figures he wants us to bring). 

Additional information was sent via FTP site regarding SAR and field 
boundaries. Questions about the NHA (Nov 30). 

Dec 2nd Meeting with OMNR in Peterborough to discuss ESA. 

Dec 3rd Email and phone call to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding winter deer yards and 
forest PIF bird species. 

  

Year 2012  

Jan 19th OMNR (Eric Prevost) provided with an update on the NHA. 

Jan 24, 25, 26th Correspondence with OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding SAR workshop and 
asking for a fast review of the NHA. 

Jan 27, 28th Correspondence with OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding raptor wintering areas 
and surveys. 



Kingston Solar LP 
Sol-luce Kingston Solar PV Energy Project  
Natural Heritage Assessment and Environmental Impact Study 
Document No. 168335-0002-160-RPT-0001 
June 2012 
 

TC111406 
Page 4 

Date Communication* 

Jan 31st OMNR (Eric Prevost) was sent an update on the project (status of the NHA 
and SAR forms, etc.). Jon Pleizier (AMEC) conducted a discussion with OMNR 
(Eric Prevost) regarding winter raptor area boundaries and winter raptor survey 
protocol.  

Feb 1st Jon Pleizier (AMEC) emailed OMNR (Eric Prevost) providing written details of 
winter raptor and Short-eared Owl surveys to be completed. 

Feb 3rd Jon Pleizier (AMEC) received email approval of raptor and Short-eared Owl 
survey protocol by OMNR (Eric Prevost). OMNR (Eric Prevost) also confirmed 
the definition of significant winter raptor habitat as well as the requirement for a 
minimum of three winter raptor. A minimum of three rounds of surveys must be 
completed, at which point OMNR will decide if further surveys are necessary. 

Feb 3rd Jon Pleizier (AMEC) spoke to Janice Scott on the telephone, compiler for the 
Amherst Island Christmas Bird Count (CBC). Janice confirmed the exclusion of 
the Sol-luce Study Area from the count circle. Also emailed Ron Weir, compiler 
of the Kingston CBC who also confirmed the exclusion of the Sol-luce Study 
Area from the count circle. 

Feb 6th Jon Pleizier (AMEC) emailed OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding the definition of 
row cropping with regards to the evaluation of significant open country bird 
breeding habitat. 

Feb 16th Correspondence with OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding SAR questions. 

Izabela Kalkowski (AMEC) sent an email to OMNR (Eric Prevost) inquiring 
about compensation strategies required for ESA permit applications. 

Feb 22nd Emails to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding scheduling the SAR workshop and 
regarding breeding season dates for SAR. Jon Pleizier (AMEC) emailed 
OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding the need for additional winter raptor surveys 
following based on results of surveys completed between Feb 8th and 18th. 
OMNR (Eric Prevost) replied on Feb 27th to confirm that no additional surveys 
are needed. OMNR (Eric Prevost) replied to Izabela Kalkowski (AMEC) that 
her email has been forwarded to the OMNR SAR biologist. 

Feb 23rd Emails to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding wetland on P24. 

Feb 24th Emails and call to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding raptor surveys. Sent the 
Stantec baseline report and asked about the need for spring surveys. 

Feb 27th Emails to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding raptor surveys. 

Feb 28th Jon Pleizier (AMEC) exchanged emails with Dr. Erwin Batalla, a local resident, 
regarding Dr. Batalla’s past observations of wintering raptor species along 
Unity Road.  

Feb 28, 29th Emails to OMNR (Eric Prevost) regarding scheduling the SAR workshop. 

Mar 2nd Matt Evans and Jon Pleizier (AMEC) call OMNR (Eric Prevost) – OMNR says 
that the recent raptor surveys conducted by AMEC are satisfactory and no 
further surveys are necessary (information had been sent previously). 
Conversation regarding SAR in grasslands (indicators) and the 
NHA/APRD/SAR report. OMNR (Eric Prevost) replied to an email from Feb 16th 
regarding SAR compensation strategies. 
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Date Communication* 

Mar 8th Email to OMNR (Eric Prevost) asking about the spring surveys again and re-
sent Stantec’s baseline report. 

Mar 8, 9th Correspondence between Izabela Kalkowski (AMEC) and Mary Vincent (CWS) 
regarding the need for SARA permits. It was confirmed that SARA permits are 
not required for this project. 

Mar 12th OMNR (Eric Prevost) downloaded the Stantec report (see Feb 24th and Mar 
8th). 

Mar 14th Email received from OMNR (Eric Prevost) stating that no spring surveys are 
necessary. 

Mar 15th Matt Evans (AMEC) replied to OMNR (Eric Prevost) to thank him. Email sent to 
CRCA regarding the corridor through P21/22/23/24. 

Mar 19, 22nd Correspondence with OMNR (Eric Prevost) about scheduling a SAR workshop 
in April. 

Mar 22, 23rd Voicemail from OMNR (Eric Prevost) and response by Matt Evans (AMEC) 
regarding scheduling a SAR workshop in April. 

Mar 26th Loyalist Township Meeting held. Talked to CRCA to discuss 30 m buffers and 
the fact that the Glenvale Creek floodplain is much wider than it appears to be. 
CRCA was informed that AMEC conducted the appropriate surveys in this 
area.  

Mar 29th Asked OMNR (Eric Prevost) about re-scheduling a SAR workshop for April 18 
or 19th as Samsung is unavailable for a meeting on the 11th or 12th. 

Mar 30th Correspondence with OMNR (Eric Prevost) setting the date for the SAR 
workshop on April 19th at 1:00 pm. Discussed agenda. 

April 10th Emailed OMNR (Eric Prevost) to discuss the APRD. 

April 17th Phoned OMNR (Eric Prevost) to discuss agenda for meeting on the April 19th. 

April 19th Meeting with the OMNR in Peterborough to discuss the NHA. 

May 3rd Conference call with OMNR (Eric Prevost). 

May 4th First draft of the NHA sent to the OMNR for their review. 

May 18th Meeting with the OMNR in Peterborough to discuss the NHA and receive 
comments from their review. 

May 23rd Conference call with OMNR (Eric Prevost) to discuss more comments on the 
NHA. 

June 1st Revised NHA submitted to the OMNR (Eric Prevost). 

June 6th Received another round of revisions from the OMNR (Eric Prevost). 

June 7th Several email and phone call discussions were had with the OMNR (Eric 
Prevost) regarding the revisions received yesterday.  

 
*Communication by Matt Evans (Senior Biologist, AMEC), unless otherwise specified. 
 
 




